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Board Approves Guest Policy
At their May 18th meeting, the EE HOA board approved a guest policy for the first time. It is as 

follows:

Esperanza Estates is a friendly and welcoming community and desires to extend its hospitality to guests of its 
residents.

Invited guests are welcome to use our recreational facilities and attend social events, subject to only a few rules:

We ask that guests at all times be accompanied by their EE resident hosts;

We reserve the right to limit the number of guests that can accompany a resident;

Guests should recognize that EE residents shall be given priority in the use of HOA facilities.

For the purposes of this policy, renters of EE homes are considered to be EE residents.

Privately organized events hosted by an EE resident may set their own rules on who may attend.

Thank you, Cheri Day, for submitting 
these beautiful photos of May sunsets in 
EE. We welcome your photos!



Esperanza Estates Homeowners Association
P.O. Box 181, Green Valley, AZ 85622-0181

Board Meetings
 June 15

1:00 at the Ramada
No board meetings during July and August.

Board member list & meeting minutes avail-
able at http://esperanzaestates.net
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Upcoming Events
Independence Day Celebration
Saturday, July 4th
Details to come…

Halloween Party
Saturday, October 31st
Start thinking about your costume! Details to come…

Reminder…
The EE HOA requires residents to trim palms on their property during June, 
prior to the monsoon/lightning storm season, during which dead and dry fronds 
present a substantial fire hazard. Common area trimming will begin on June 15th. 
Monstrosity Tree Service offers residents the same rate for trimming palms on 
their property as the HOA gets ($45 each) if the work is done while they are in the 
neighborhood trimming common area trees. To make arrangements, contact them 
at 625-8733.

Enhancement Team Update
Barb McCalpin reports that the Enhancement Team has discovered yet another way to raise money to 
support their efforts to fund improvements in EE. Craig Surprise has sold several electronic items on 
NextDoor. As always, he makes sure that they work and are in good condition. Selling them sooner, 
rather than wait for the March Ramada Sale each March, prevents them from deteriorating in storage 
and generally brings in a higher price than the team might get at the sale. If you have electronics or 
other high-end items you’d like to donate, please contact Barb at 867-8067 for pick-up. Should they 
not sell, they can be returned to you or donated to the White Elephant.

The wood-fired oven at 
Parque Felicidad is ready 
for use! See story and 
photos from the training 
session on page 6.
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May GVC Happenings
By Joe McCalpin

There are some very important activities ongoing at the Council that will impact EE and every 
other HOA in Green Valley. Before delving into them, Barb and I would like to express our thanks 

to our friends and neighbors for your care and concern for our recent medical issues with our family. 
Green Valley is a unique community with values that stand above normal. EE is a prime example of 
the way these values are expressed. Your support of your neighbors is key to EE’s being a great place 
to live. 

On with GVC. The most important activity is the $800 million Bond issue that will appear on the 
November ballot. When the Bond package was first introduced, there were no funds directed towards 
roads and streets. After several “Town Hall” type events and a lot of one on one meetings, it became 
clear that if roads and streets were not included in the package, the whole package would likely not 
pass. The County Administrator inserted Proposition 425 Road and Highway Improvements into the 
package. Somehow it dawned on our politicians the improvements in tourism, parks and recreation 
as well other fundamental areas could not be enjoyed if residents had to take an ATV to reach those 
facilities. Proposition 425 calls for $200 million to be spent on Roads and Highway improvements. 
The breakdown is as follows: 

 Sonoran Corridor Highway (Read Huckleberry Highway) $30,000,000                              
 Science Park Drive at UofA Tech Park                          $10,000,000 
            Road Repair and Pavement Preservation              $160,000,000

The Roads funds will be divided among incorporated areas and un-incorporated areas. I don’t have 
a good handle on how it will trickle down to Green Valley, but I will keep pressing. When the Bond 
Package came to a vote by the Supervisors, it passed 4 to 1. Any idea on the one dissenting vote? 
Wrong, it was cast by Allie Miller. Supervisor Carroll seems positive on Proposition 425.

Each of the Propositions will be voted on separately and it is expected that some will not pass. The 
entire package is called Resolution No. 2015-15. Pro and Con Arguments will be generated between 
May 15th and June 5th. There will be a public forum in October before the election. It appears that 
our politicians have “put the ball in our court.” Finally we have control of the issue. Now we need to 
work for passage of 425.

One other significant activity is the formation of a Consolidated Emergency Plan for restoration of 
utility services in the event of a disaster. The Greater Green Valley Emergency Response Team is 
sponsoring a series of meetings first to analyze methods of restoring water service in the event that 
one or more of the seven water companies fail. Several agencies and other entities have emergency 
response plans so efforts will be made to coordinate these plans.

As an aside, the Green Valley area is in an earthquake fault zone along the Santa Rita Mountains. Re-
member, in the ‘50s and ‘60s Green Valley was an important target in the Cold War. Stuff happens.
In a future article I will tell you about residents supporting Household Hazardous Waste.
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Around Esperanza
Some new faces at Mountain View Park, thanks to 
the Arts Club! Stroll down and have a look.

Thanks to EE’s volunteer waterers! At left, Kathleen Normand, Lynn 
Gillespie, Cyndy Gates and Nancy Moore watering the MedianGreen area. 
Above and right, Dave Sielken waltzing Matilda (AKA Tilly) through 
Mountain View Park. Other waterers include Louise and Frank McCabe.

A small but enthusiastic crowd gathered by the pool for hot dogs and 
a showing of “The Last Picture Show.” Thanks, Kevin and Linda!
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Cinco de Mayo Celebration
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Wood-Fired Oven Training

The wood-fired oven at Parque Felicidad promises to be one of EE’s most popular amenities judg-
ing from the number of eager residents who turned out for the first training session. Kevin Welsh 

conducted the training and explained all the basics you need to know before using the oven on your 
own. There will be additional training classes later this summer and in the fall, and you must attend 
one before you will be qualified to use the oven.  

You’ll find a calendar in the storage section under the oven, so you can reserve the pergola or oven to 
hold small gatherings. 

Monstrosity Tree Service has agreed to provide wood, which will be stacked near 
the storage shed at the courts. But, there will generally be an adequate supply of 
cut wood for your baking needs in the area under the oven.  

Pizza, bread, chili, pie, comin’ right up!  Bon Appetit!

Kevin tiling the oven earlier this 
month.
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Like to Read? Homebound?
The Pima County Library Has an Answer to Help Homebound Patrons

By Cindy Krantz

If you have ever found yourself homebound, but wanting a good book 
to read or listen to, The Pima County Library has a service available 

to help you. Whether you have a short-term re-hab situation or a longer 
period of  being housebound, all that is needed is a Pima County Library 
Card and a phone call to the library (594-5295) to have your name added 
to the list of Green Valley residents who receive this helpful service.

When you reach the library staff to enroll in the “Homebound” Service, 
you will be asked for your library card number in order to validate that your card is active, as well 
as to check your current address. You will be given the opportunity to choose the types of materials 
you wish to have delivered, such as books (hardcover or paperback), audio format, etc. Patrons may 
also be specific with their areas of interest, naming a particular genre (historical fiction, best sellers, 
romance, non-fiction, etc.) or a particular author or series of titles. Patrons registered for this service 
can also log on to the Pima County Library Website (www.library.pima.gov) to select materials from 
home by themselves and the service will deliver them to your home.

Generally, books are selected by volunteers who know you by your first name and library bar code 
number; they will do their best to find titles to your liking. Books are checked out by library staff and 
put into canvas bags for delivery by volunteers or for pick-up if the homebound patron has a neigh-
bor or care-giver who is designated to pick up the books at Joyner, usually around the 15th day of 
each month. Forms are included with materials for the homebound patron to communicate which 
materials met their needs or to request other materials not previously described.

Barb McCalpin (867-8067) and Cindy Krantz (203-8292) are both library volunteer selectors who can 
answer any questions you may have before calling the library to request this service. 

In addition, there are many other opportunities to help out at the library:  shelving, shelf-reading, 
helping at either of the library’s used book stores or, for the computer-literate, volunteering to aid in 
the computer lab. All opportunities are a way to help others and to assimilate yourself into our com-
munity. Give it some consideration--you may discover how good you feel when you contribute to 
help your library serve the Green Valley community!

In Memoriam
Ron Keitzer

302 Calle Portillo
April 29, 2015

Harold Macisaac
159 Camino Holgado

May 5, 2015



8

Wildlife Watch: Javelinas
By Mike Gerrard

If there’s one thing people know about the javelina, which 
they’re always delighted to share with you, it’s that it isn’t a 

pig. Well, the one thing they know is wrong. Javelinas belong 
to the Tayassuidae family, which covers New World pigs, and 
is related to the Suidae family, which are the Old World pigs. 
What we have in our neighborhood is what other countries 
call a collared peccary.
We haven’t seen javelinas round our neck of EE for a few years, but we know they’re still around 
from other people’s trashcan tales of woe. There are parts of EE where no-one can put their trashcan 
out the evening before a collection, as javelinas roam the streets at night like gangs of Hell’s Angels 
whose idea of a good time is to tip over a 90-gallon trashcan and tuck in.
One neighbor told me that a friend of theirs knows when there are javelinas outside because their dog 
starts frantic barking. It can smell the animals even when doors and windows are closed. Dogs and 
javelinas do not make good friends. People walking pets have reported encounters with javelinas and 
having to run to safety inside a neighbor’s gate. 
Both dogs and coyotes will attack and try to kill a javelina, if they’re big enough and they feel they 
can take it on. They are natural enemies, so if a javelina sees a dog it automatically regards it as a 
threat and, if the dog is small, may attack it. This is in addition to the usual reasons for an attack, like 
mothers protecting their young and the animal being startled and therefore frightened. Although 
most young javelinas are born between June and August, the adults are unusual in that they can 
breed all year round. Or maybe they’re just horny little devils, but young javelinas can appear at any 
time of year - so dog walkers beware. If you spot a javelina, go in another direction.
Although javelinas can get aggressive towards humans, and charge and make threatening noises, 
incidences of javelinas actually biting humans are said to be rare. When it does happen, most of the 
time it’s because the human has been trying to feed the animals, which is definitely not recommend-
ed. Start that game and you may never get rid of them. If you stop feeding them they will still stick 
around and make nuisances of themselves. They may even come to you expecting food, you wave 
at them to get them to go away, the javelina sees this as a threat and might attack you. Feeding them 
also makes them lazy and they will stop hunting for natural food, which can ultimately mean the 
animal starves — so you’re not doing them a favor.
Sometimes what seems to be a javelina attacking can be caused by the fact that they have very poor 
vision. They run to get away and even though they have a sharp sense of smell, they can sometimes 
run towards what they think is threatening them and only veer off when they realize their mistake.
Javelinas eat mostly plants, when they’re not having garbage pie, and their mouths are tough enough 
to enable them to eat cactus. We know this from personal experience as a few years ago we found 
four or five road kill prickly pear pads, and planted them outside our gate. Within days there were 
chomp marks as the javelinas tucked in, and that was the end of that experiment.
If you think you’re in trouble now because you can’t stop the javelinas tipping over your trashcan 
and causing all kinds of other havoc, just stick around. There’s rumored to be a giant peccary living 
in the Amazon jungle. Science hasn’t confirmed it yet, but let’s hope they don’t do what the collared 
peccaries did not too long ago and make their way up to Arizona. But if they do, you can bet it’ll be 
on garbage day. 
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EE History: Then and Now
By Cynthia Surprise

Donna Dailey and Mike Gerrard purchased their home on Calle Excelso from Donna’s aunt who 
lived in EE in the 1980s. While searching through some boxes her aunt had stored in the house, 

Donna came across three photos taken in 1985-1986. The first is of EE Park, and explains the myste-
rious circle inside the area of rock that the Gardeners had wondered about. The photo shows that a 
mesquite tree was planted there originally.  

The other old photos show the front of their home on Excelso and the view down the back alley to 
the park.  Compare them to the current photos taken from the same spots. What a difference 30 years  
makes.  

We hope other long-time residents will share old photos of EE with us.  
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John Meek: Medicare, Watergate and More
By Mary Hess

He’s been in the hospital often of late and lost a lot of weight, but our 
neighbor and friend John Martin Meek can still charm and entertain 

with memories of his years as a Washington DC insider.  

“It’s the 50th anniversary year of the passage of the Medicare law, and I 
had a little something to do with that. Just about everybody in Green Val-
ley depends on Medicare today,” Meek says with a smile. 

The bill enacting Medicare was approved in the House and Senate, on July 27 and 28, 1965, 
respectively.  

Meek went to Washington to work as press secretary for Sen. Robert  S. Kerr (D-OK) the week JFK 
was inaugurated. Earlier he had served with the Marines in the Korean War, earned degrees at the U. 
of Oklahoma and Syracuse U. and was a journalist for newspapers in Texas and Oklahoma. 

Kerr, arguably the most powerful member of Congress then, was teamed with powerful Ways and 
Means Chair  Wilbur Mills (D-AR) to devise a workable government health insurance plan for Ameri-
ca’s aging population (originally introduced by President Truman).

Many Americans opposed the idea.

“The American Medical Association lobbyists camped out in Kerr’s office,” Meek recalls.  “They said 
Medicare would never work.  It was socialized medicine just like the Brits.” 

Senator Kerr was adamant that there be a means test in the bill to determine eligibility. But when he 
died on Jan. 1 1963, the Kerr-Mills Bill lost momentum. (It later became Medicaid.)

The political climate also changed with the assassination of President Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.  
President Johnson, after being elected in 1964, put together a team to lobby for passage of Medicare, 
and Meek was chosen to join it – now knowledgeable about  both sides of the issue.

“We met regularly in the Roosevelt Room of the White House and divided up the task of convincing 
congressional members to support the bill. We called it the Fish Room then because it was decorated 
with FDR’s stuffed marlins,” Meek  said.

Many new Democrats were elected to Congress on LBJ’s coattails in 1964, and the situation was right 
for promoting social programs.

“If you could see a list of bills we got through during the Johnson years, it would boggle your mind,” 
Meek said.  He considers the 1965 Voting Rights Bill to be among the most important accomplish-
ments of the LBJ era.  

“The secret to lobbying members of Congress for me was really quite simple.  You give the members a 
reason to vote with you so they won’t be defeated in the next election.  You find out what they want, 
and find a way to make it happen. They all want to keep their jobs,” he explains.  

Meek’s Washington years were enlivened by major political events as he went about his business as a 
private sector lobbist.  Take, for example, Watergate.  

Continued on next page
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“Most people don’t realize the Watergate complex was built by the Catholic Church, and they had 
trouble filling the office building at first. Serving as special assistant to the chairman of the Demo-
cratic Party, I helped negotiate a deal to place our headquarters on a full floor in July 1967.  We had a 
great view of the Potomac River, and everybody enjoyed being there,” he said.  

After Meek took over responsibility as coordinator of the 1968 Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago, his office in the Watergate was occupied by another assistant.  

“When President Nixon’s ‘plumbers’ bugged the DNC headquarters, my old office was one of the 
spaces rigged with listening devices.”

Meek is like most analysts who marvel at the inept mission of the Nixon reelection conspirators who 
broke into the offices at the Watergate.

“They were literally the gang who couldn’t shoot straight,” he said.  

Larry O’Brien, former JFK aide, was Democratic National Committee Chairman and he was also em-
ployed as a lobbyist by Howard Hughes.  

“I think the Nixon people wanted to know what conversations were taking place between Hughes 
and O’Brien,” Meek added.

Hughes had investments in Nevada that could be enhanced if nuclear testing was stopped, and it is 
believed he encouraged Nixon to protect those interests by making cash contributions to him through 
his friend, Bebe Reboso.  

“I think they got nervous about it, and made some reckless decisions, “ he explained.  

Meek says he has voted for Republicans from time to time, but his commitment to the ideals of the 
Democratic Party are strongly rooted in his depression-era early life experiences in Oklahoma.  

“My dad struggled to support his big family when no steady work was available, and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was our hope.  We listened to his “Fireside Chats” on the radio and he brought us out of 
despair.”

What Is It?

If you walk by the Shay’s house on Circulo del Sur, you’ll see 
an unusual piece of yard art in front of their wall.

Leave it to Terry Shay to find such a unique item while out look-
ing for a golf cart and deciding to bring it home. Not an easy feat 
when it weighs a few hundred pounds.

The Shays now own a piece of Arizona history. This curious item 
is a smelting pot and was used in copper mining. Smelting is 
a process used to produce a base metal from its ore. Terry says 
they won’t be turning it into a planter.  
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Tlaquepaque and Tonala
By Cynthia Surprise

Tlaquepaque (Tla-kay-PAH-kay) along with Tonala are two types of Mexican pottery you can 
easily find in this area. Less colorful than Talavera, Tlaquepaque and Tonala are (in my opinion) 

more interesting with their fantasy-like animal motifs and childlike drawings of romanticized Mexi-
can rural life. 

Both types of pottery were popular with the droves of tourists that travelled to Mexico down the Pan 
American Highway in the 1930s and 1940s.  While still made today, newer pieces are often mass-pro-
duced and of lesser quality, and the vintage pieces have become highly sought after by collectors. 

Tonala and Tlaquepaque are neighboring towns located on the outskirts of Guadalajara, the second 
largest city in Mexico and the capital of the state of Jalisco. They each have a long tradition as pottery 
centers and were two major stopping points for tourists. 

Tlaquepaque pottery is twice-fired clay that was dipped in a lead oxide bath for its second high firing 
to giving it a shiny glazed surface. The pieces could be used for food service or to hold liquids, al-
though the mixing and glazing processes were primitive and resulted in a rough surface that could be 
easily chipped with use.  

Tonala (often referred to as “brunido,” meaning burnished) is made of soft clay and is brush painted, 
rubbed with either leather or stone to adhere the design into the clay and then fired only once at a 
medium temperature. The pieces were used primarily for decoration. 

If you are interested in these types of Mexican pottery and want to learn more, I suggest you spend 
some time talking with the owners of one of my favorite little antique shops in Tucson, Arte de la 
Vida.  They have been collecting Mexican tourist trade pottery for decades, and are happy to share 
their knowledge with you.  
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Over 25 years real estate experience working for YOU.
Interview me If you are selling your home or buying 

another home. 

2007-2010 Director of Green Valley Board of Realtors®  
Member of Green Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Esperanza Estates homeowner  
 Green Valley/Sahuarita &Tucson Multiple Listing Service 

LONNIE BORGMANN 
BROKER/OWNER 

921 Circulo Napa     
Green Valley, AZ  85614 
Email:  lonnieb1@cox.net  

www.LonnieBorgmann.com 

Live Your Dream Now! MLS 

520-906-5500 

Borgmann Real Estate Group

CURRENT LISTINGS

234A Paseo Quinta, Villas West
Updated two bedroom, $69,900

645 Placita Nueva
$134,900, 1250 SQ FT

Spacious living room, extensive upgrades, 
stainless steel appliances.

Furniture for sale separately.

820 W. Circulo Napa
$165,000, 1440 SQ FT

Exceptional 3 bedroom, enclosed AZ room, 
new kitchen with stainless steel appliances.

Furniture for sale separately. 

633 Placita Nueva 
$124,900, 1100 SQ FT

Enclosed screened garage, Saltillo tile, 
beamed living room ceiling, enclosed AZ room, 

fabulous back yard, furnished.

Please give me a call to discuss 
your real estate needs.

Congratulations to EE Resident 
Richard Chamberlin, Who Just 
Published His Third Book

Disastrous consequences result when reality 
and fantasy collide in a small Idaho col-

lege town. In his latest book, the author slams 
together a motley assortment of characters, 
each seeking a meaning to their lives. There’s 
Nora, a young born-again Christian who is 
seduced by her boss, Nora’s boss Dr. Neder-
man who is going through a mid-life crisis, 
Rebecca, Nora’s mother who thinks she sees 
visions sent to her by God, and Zack Kincaid, a 
lapsed Catholic who  becomes infatuated with 
Nora and finds himself caught in a personal 
conundrum.

The novel Nora’s Notion is available at spino-
zapublishng.com, at The Book Shop in Green 
Valley or by contacting Richard directly at 404-
5493. It is also in the local library.
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Show your pride in EE
The EE Gardeners are selling these 
license plates for $10.00 each.  A 
great way to show your pride in 
EE wherever you go. To order 
a plate, contact Bill Berdine at 
whberdine@roadrunner.com or 398-3207. 

   Absolute
   Home Services
For your peace of mind while you’re away

Home check • Maintenance
Handyman Services • References

Call Joe Vitello
Res.: (520) 625-1404   Cell: (520) 241-9525

EE Enhancement Team 
Loaner Program

Need anything for a gathering or visiting com-
pany? We’ve got you covered.

20 - white plastic lawn chairs
5 - six-foot long white plastic folding tables
4 - six-foot long wood folding tables
1 - wheeled platform cart with fold-down 
handle; supports up to 300 lbs
1 - extra large cooler (rated to hold 248 cans; 
150 quarts)
1 - queen-sized inflatable Aerobed

Baby equipment:
3 - infant car seats
2 - booster chairs
2 - feeding chairs
1 - umbrella stroller
1 - pack ‘n play (playpen)
1 - small box of assorted toddler toys

To check out items, call Lorna Kitchak (838-
0653) or Barb McCalpin (867-8067).

Professional
House Painting

Interior/Exterior
9 Years Experience • Insured

   Ms. Lou Kifer
    Sole Proprietor
    Work Independently

   Free Estimates
   Consider having your home
   painted while you’re away 
   for the season or on 
   vacation.

   Local references 
   available upon request.

610-850-2206
loukiferalaska@yahoo.com

    Work Independently

   Consider having your home
painted while you’re away 

Commemorative Bricks
Is there a friend or loved one you would like 
to honor or commemorate with an inscribed 
brick at the EE Ramada? Bricks are available 
for $50 (including installation) by calling 
Tom Cooke, 399-0455. 
Pet plaques (on the post at the southwest 
corner of the ramada) are also available from 
Geri Lindberg for $25.



Please remember to patronize our
Periodico advertisers.

And consider inviting businesses you 
recommend to advertise with us.
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EE Name Badges Available
Name badges for Ramada gatherings are avail-
able for $6.00 each. If you would like to order 
a badge, contact Melodye Cooke: 399-0455 or 
melodye1@cox.net. If you’ve lost your magnet, 
replacements are available for $1.



Periodico Staff & Advertising
Designer/Publisher/Advertising Contact: 
 Denise Roessle
 399-3312, droessle@mac.com
Editor: Cynthia Surprise
 857-209-1978, cjsurprise@verizon.net
Contributing Writers: Mike Gerrard, Mary Hess, 
 Cindy Krantz, Cynthia Surprise
Electronic Distribution*: Craig Surprise
Print Delivery: Dean Hess, 398-4829
Proofreading: Craig Surprise

*To receive your Periodico electronically (and/or the Mon-
day Morning Memo), please send your email address to 
Craig Surprise at ee-webmaster@msn.com.

If you do not have a computer and would like to receive a 
printed copy of the Periodico, contact Denise at 399-3312.

Are you a business owner? The Periodico is an 
excellent way to promote yourself to your neigh-
bors! As a homeowner, have you done business 
with a company that provided reliable, high qual-
ity service? Ask them to consider placing an ad in 
the Periodico.
RATES:

 3 months 6 months 10 months
Full Page      $140     $270      $440
1/2 Page        $80     $150      $235
1/4 Page       $50       $90      $140
Bus. Card        $40       $70        $90

The EE HOA Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, 
Periodico staff, and other personnel are not responsible 
for the business credentials of those that advertise in 
the Periodico. It is the responsibility of each homeowner 
interested in a service to verify credentials and seek 
references.
For additional information, contact:
Denise Roessle, 399-3312, droessle@mac.com

Help us reach everyone in EE…
Do you have a neighbor who isn’t receiving the 
Periodico because they don’t have a computer? 
Please let us know — Denise Roessle, 399-3312, 
droessle@mac.com — and we will add them to 
our delivery list. Or offer to pick up a copy for 
them at the Ramada. 

AMERICAN LANDSCAPING 
& HANDYMAN

LANDSCAPING SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Landscape Design
• Initial Clean-up
• Tree Removal or Trimming
• Irrigation Install & Repairs
• Decorative Gravel & Sod Installation
• Weed Control
• Follow-up Maintenance available

HANDYMAN SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Painting
• Flooring
• Drywall Install or Repair
• Roofing
• Custom Flagstone
• Carpentry

KEN WAISANEN
520-822-8986 or 520-305-7518 (cell)

AFFORDABLE RATES • 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Senior Citizen / Military Discounts 10%
Free Estimates • References Available


